Lent begins on Wednesday 13th February.  On that day there will be Holy Communion at 7.15 and 11.a.m. with an evening service at 8.p.m. On Sunday mornings  there will be a series of sermons on the theme `Keeping the Faith’.  There will also be Bible Study with discussion on Thursday evenings at 8.p.m. in the church.  A more detailed programme of the study groups and special services will be circulated in due course.

One of the earlier references to forty days of fasting dates from the fourth century when it was probably a time of preparation and instruction for those to be presented for baptism at Easter.   Fasting in early times meant one light meal late in the day with no meat or fish but in time that changed.  It was also intended to be a time of penitence and renewal. 

In modern busy times Lent can still have an important and beneficial place in our lives. It can be a time of reflection and study – important activities in an age of questioning and doubt.

And fasting in a purposeful and disciplined way has real benefits for those of us who too easily over indulge in our materialistic society. In the past people often talked about what they were giving up for Lent but there is also the challenge of taking up something for Lent. It may be some religious discipline such as joining a study group or attending a mid week service or early Sunday morning Holy Communion. Other possibilities lie in the area of practical service to others who need assistance.   There is no shortage of ideas when it comes to making Lent a valuable and meaningful experience. 

The Joy of Giving.

There was a very generous response to the Christmas Day appeal for the Bishops’ Appeal Fund. This was especially encouraging, as only a few weeks previously there had been a good response to the Afghanistan appeal made of the two Archbishops.

The children’s gifts to National Children’s Hospital at Tallaght were superb. Carefully chosen new toys and games were given and these will be distributed to sick children as and when the need arises. 

As Lent approaches our thoughts turn the Lent collection for Kisiizi Hospital. More about that later.

Kisiizi Update.

We were delighted to have David Barrett home for a few weeks at Christmas. On Sunday December 16th he spoke at the 10.30 service about the Hospital at Kisiizi (Uganda) and his work there building the new children’s ward. Norman Patterson the Administrator has told us that David’s skills as a civil engineer have been vitally important to the whole project and already there are plans to carry our further developments.

David returned to Uganda early in January and we are now planning our Lenten appeal to make extra resources available for the work he is doing. 

Christmas Hockey

For some reason parish life seems to get busier each year in the after Christmas days. There were holy day services in the church and baptisms and of course the traditional Hockey games played at Rathdown School.   The juniors played at 11.a.m. and the seniors at 11.45.  Our thanks to Ron Greenlee for umpiring and Peter Edwards for his organising skills. The Hockey trophy which had gone astray for a couple of years was re discovered and presented to David Edwards, a member of the winning team

Epiphany Music

The Rosney Consort, conducted by Maura Mannion sang at Evensong on the Feast of the Epiphany. Their programme of carols included works by Vaughan Williams, Elizabeth Postan and Dubois. The unaccompanied singing was wonderful and contrasted well with the seasonal hymns sung by choir and congregation. The Consort dedicated their singing at the service to memory of Mary Cleave, a fond supporter, who died in December.

Choir News

We are very sorry that Harry Roe has decided to retire from the bass line. He has been a faithful member of the choir for many years and we will miss him not only for his musical talents but also for his never failing good humour. 

Thanks are due to John and Nola Lambert for providing wonderful Christmas hospitality following the carol service on December 22nd.  That afternoon Graham Walsh had extra duties at the Christingle service followed by carols by candlelight.  

The Junior Section had a post Christmas treat with lunch at McDonnells on Sunday 13th January as a `thank you’ for all their hard work over Christmas. 

After a busy pre Christmas season we are now getting down to the task of mastering the Schubert Mass in B flat which we hope to perform at a Parish Eucharist on Palm Sunday 24th March.

Youth Events

We are grateful to Peter Edwards and the post confirmation group for hosting the Carols by Candlelight on Sunday 22nd December. 

Plans are in hand for a weekend away at Avoca Manor 8th-10th February. Led by Peter Edwards and Tim Close it will cater for 14 – 17 year olds.  We are also in the process of arranging a disco for the junior youth section later in February. 

In Memoriam

Several families have suffered bereavement just before and after Christmas.

Edith Evan’s funeral took place on Friday 14th December. She had lived a full and independent life almost to the end with much courage and determination. A much loved mother and grandmother she will be greatly missed. We remember Peter and the family in their sad loss. The following Monday Muriel McCormick was buried. She had given years of service to All Saint’s Parish, Blackrock before she came to Glenageary where she was a regular attender until her health began to fail. We extend our sympathy to Kay and the other members of the family.

The funeral of Mary Cleave took place on Saturday 21st December. May Cleave was a very wonderful woman with a remarkable loyalty to the church. Since she came to live in Glenageary just over 20 years ago she had immersed herself in the worshipping life of the parish and gave unstinting support in so many ways. She will be greatly missed in the parish but so much more in the family circle. We extend our sympathy to Mavis, Maureen and Monica and all the family at this sad time. 

We also sympathise with our organist Graham Walsh and his wife Hilary whose father Sydney Booth died in early January.   

Registers

Holy Baptism

29th December  Amy Patricia Mac Nulty

Christian Burial

December 14th   Edith Evans, Avondale Road.

                  17th   Muriel McCormick  Ardeeshal Nursing Home.

                  22nd   Mary Cleave  Rosney, Upper Albert road.   

