Lent is primarily a time of preparation for the great Easter Festival that marks the cornerstone of our faith. In the light of recent debate the following quotations by two important scholars may help.

` Christianity is a religion of miracle, and the miracle of Christ’s resurrection is the living centre and object of Christian faith. Christian theology has never suggested that the `fact` of Christ’s resurrection could be known apart from faith`.                                               Alan Richardson

`The Gospels do not explain the resurrection; the resurrection explains the Gospels. Belief in the resurrection is not an appendage to the Christian faith, it is the Christian faith.’                                                  John Whale.

Sunday 3rd March 

Morning Prayer 

`Keeping Faith – Belonging`

The Rector

Sunday 10th March

Family Service for Mothering Sunday – The Rector. Coffee provided by the Dads.

Sunday 17TH March [St Patrick’s Day]

Morning Prayer /Baptism

Keeping Faith –Forgiveness`

The Rector

Palm Sunday 24th March

10.30 Parish Communion

Schubert Mass in B Flat

`Keeping Faith - Expectations` - The Rector 

7.P.M. Rev Tim Close begins a series for Holy Week

HOLY WEEK

MONDAY – THURSDAY  7.15 and 11. The Holy Communion

                               8.p.m. Evening Service – Rev Tim Close

Good Friday  10.30 Family Service – The Rector

                    2.p.m. Good Friday Reflection – The Rector 

Easter Day

8.15 and 11.30 Holy Communion

10.30 Family Service/Baptism

7.p.m. Evening Prayer

CONFIRMATION 2002

Classes begin on Sunday evening 3rd March at 6.p.m. Those attending are asked to remain for evening service at 7.p.m.

Names to the clergy please.

Youth Weekend

We had a brilliant time at Ovoca Manor on February 8/10th when some young people from Dalkey came with us. Some thirty 14-17 years olds led by Peter Edwards and his team were took part in what was a non stop programme of sports, adventure coursing and lots more. Food disappeared in huge quantities and the noise levels were a bit over the top. Great fun and thanks to all who helped with the arrangements. We look forward to meeting on Sunday 24th at 8 p.m. to see the video record of what we were doing.  Anyone else interested in coming along is welcome.

Easter General Vestry

This will take place on Tuesday 19th March at 8.p.m. We hope to change the format somewhat by including a report from the Diocesan Forum and some comment on how we as a parish are already addressing some of the issues discussed there. 

Parish Lunch  

There will be a parish lunch at Rathdown School on Sunday 14th April after morning service. We hope to have a large turnout of parishioners. We will be back again at the school for our fete on May 25th.

Ecumenical Service

This year St Paul’s hosted the service and we were delighted to welcome clergy and people from St Joseph’s Glasthule and Our Ladies of Vistories, Sallynoggin. Rev Tim Close arranged the service and gave the address. Tim has also co-ordinated our ecumenical prayer group which meets regularly.

Women’s World Day of Prayer

This will take place on Friday 1st March at 11.a.m. in Christ Church Dun Laoghaire. Our representatives on the group are Lesley Blood and Jean Byrne. Our thanks to them for their commitment.

SUNDAY CLUB.

There are exciting things lined up for the coming weeks.  Nola Lambert is working on a drama and Hilary Barrett is helping with some new songs. The special Family Holy Communion will take place in April – children will bake the bread, arrange flowers and do lots more at this special service. And finally they want to `take over` and plan a service themselves. What a wonderful idea.  

COUNTRY AIR ASSOCIATION

Clergy will shortly receive circulars advising them of ways in which the association can help people in need of a break. We make contributions towards the cost of travel and accommodation to the company providing the service where genuine need is certified. Contributions are appreciated and these can be sent to the chairman at 1 Silchester Road, Glenageary.

LENTEN APPEAL

Each year we invite people to include in the their Lenten discipline the giving of money to the Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda. We have special reason to do so this year with David Barrett, a civil engineer from the parish, working there on the new children’s ward and other projects.  Special envelopes have been sent to every home with the Lent leaflet.

Holy Baptism

February 10th Orin Robert Wesley McDonogh

