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THE SEASON OF LENT

In the days and weeks of Lent the Church provides an opportunity for reflection on some of the deeper truths of the faith.  In the early Church the observance of Lent was undertaken by those preparing for Baptism and those who had been excommunicated and sought to be readmitted, after a period of penance, to the church’s sacramental life in time for Easter.  However it was not long before the Church realised the benefit to all Christians of a season of preparation leading up to the celebration of the death and resurrection of Christ in Holy Week and at Easter.  

In the past Lent has been trivialised by ‘the giving up’ of one thing or another.  It can be far more useful when used to take on some additional discipline of prayer or study or worship.  On Ash Wednesday and every Wednesday in Lent there will be Holy Communion at 7.15 a.m. and 11.00 a.m.  There will also be a Service of Reflection each Thursday at 8.00 p.m.  Full details will be circulated in a special Lenten leaflet.

MARCH  CALENDAR

Sunday 2 March 10.30 a.m.
Family Communion  with young people 


from the Sunday Club assisting.

Wednesday 5th 
Ash Wednesday Services 7.15 and 11.00 a.m.

Friday 7th 
Women’s World Day of Prayer 11.00 a.m. 

March 23rd 10.30 a.m. 
Mothers’ Union Centenary Service

March 25th
Feast of the Annunciation 


11.00 a.m. The Holy Communion


8.00 p.m. Select Vestry 

Sunday March 30th
10.30 a.m. Family Service for Mothering Sunday.

EASTER GENERAL VESTRY

The Easter General Vestry will take place in the parochial hall on 

Monday 7th April.

KISIIZI UPDATE

David Barrett, who has been working for 18 months at the hospital in Kisiizi on the construction of a new Children’s Ward, has been in touch to update us on the current state of the building.  He writes as follows:-

“progress at the children’s ward is proceeding quickly towards completion.  All internal plasterwork is expected to be completed by the end of February.  We are interviewing a contractor to lay the terrazzo floor.  If we engage him he should be in a position to lay the new floor towards the end of February.  Painting of all walls and the ceiling would then start followed by glazing which would bring us up to the middle of March.  

Foundations for the kitchen block are complete while excavations for toilet and other facilities are progressing well.  In summary we plan to complete the work and have the ward ready for occupation early in April.”

David is due home on February 21 for leave and we look forward to further updates on the work at the hospital.

MOTHERS’  UNION

Down memory lane…….

“Glenageary: The Mothers’ Union was started in the Parish this year and we have 34 members.  The meetings were held in the Church in January, April and October”.  This is a quote from Mothers’ Union Council minutes of the year 1903.

Mothers’ Union started in England in 1876 and 11 years later it started in Ireland in the Parish of Raheny and the second branch to open was in St Catherine’s.  In one of the reports we read where the members of Raheny invited the “mothers and children of St Catherine’s to enjoy a day in the country where they could play in the fields around the Rectory.”

From small beginnings MU is now a world wide organisation with 1 million members in 60 countries.  In St Paul’s we plan to celebrate our centenary with a special service on Sunday 23 March at 10.30 a.m. and we would like all members past and present to join us.

Following our Advent Service, we made up hampers for those in our community who find Christmas a difficult time.  We also gave gifts of plants, biscuits and toiletries to members and friends in nursing homes.  We now look forward to a visit from Derek Leary who will tell us how to restore our furniture and, I hope, how to get rid of woodworm.  Some of these unwelcome little guests insisted on moving house with me!  Another visitor will be Rachel Glendan who has spent time travelling and working abroad.

Sometimes – the MU has the image of people drinking tea and knitting – knitting yes but for a good cause!  During the past number of years members have knitted squares, which in turn, have been made into blankets and to date, enough squares have been made to make up 233 blankets.  These blankets have gone to Kisiizi Hospital, Afghanistan, Romania and Bosnia and many other African countries where they are all badly needed.  And the Tea?  Many a problem can be shared – even solved – over a cuppa!

When the MU held their fist meeting one hundred years ago, I wonder did they ever think that it would go from strength to strength, both in St. Paul’s and worldwide.

PRESENTATION

On Sunday 19 January the Rev Tim Close preached his last sermon as Curate Assistant of Glenageary.  In the course of his sermon he thanked the parishioners for the way in which they had supported him through his time in Glenageary noting in passing that the real power in the parish wasn’t vested in the Rector but in the organist and above him the sexton!

After service there was coffee at Rathdown School which was attended by a large number of the congregation.  David Ingram spoke of the high regard in which Tim was held and how his ministry to all age groups had been widely appreciated.  He made special reference to the way in which the ministry of Rector and Curate complemented each other and on behalf of the parishioners wished Tim all the best for the future.  Julia Jacob, a member of last year’s Confirmation Group, made a presentation on behalf of the parish.  A plant was presented to Tim’s wife Amanda by Stephen West.  A few days later they completed their house move to their new home in Belfast.

PANTOMIME JOY
We are most grateful to the members of the Theatre group for the production of a superb show this year.  With three matinee performances and five evening performances huge demands were made on everybody involved on stage and off stage, including some very young children, but it is hoped that they had as much fun and enjoyment as the many hundreds who made up the audience on each occasion.

WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

This year’s service for the area will be held in St Paul’s Church on Friday 7 March at 11.00 a.m.  Women from surrounding churches are invited to attend.  The Order of Service was drawn up by women from the Lebanon with the theme “Holy Spirit, fill us”.  The preacher will be Miss Stella Mew.  

INDOOR BOWLING CLUB

We are still on the lookout for parishioners who would like to come and see what the game has to offer - - so any Wednesday or Friday from 7.30 p.m. you are sure of a good welcome (and a cup of tea).

We had our Christmas Lunch in Dun Laoghaire Golf Club on 16 December and it was, as usual, a complete success.  Our ‘Crazy Night’ was totally manic with most unorthodox efforts by some senior citizens (also the Rector!).  Two poor defenceless Bunnies provided by Johnnie Green were later seen limping towards the ‘Eagle House’.

Sadly in December Harry Roe, one of our most popular members, and Alice Mackay our oldest member, both died.  And in January John Hewitson lost his sister having recently also lost a brother.  All of us extend our deepest sympathy to the families in their losses.

On the Competition front we were cheered to beat Whitechurch in the second round of the Gordon Miller Trophy and are waiting to see who we meet next.  In January we missed the use of the Hall while the Theatre Group prepared and presented the parish pantomime – a great success and credit to all those involved.  However due to the kindness of St. Brigid’s Stillorgan we sent a team of 12 for a friendly match on the 17th, which was a great success.

We are again in full swing, and enjoying our bowling and good company each Wednesday and Friday.

John Lambert Hon Secretary

IN MEMORIAM

On Monday 20TH January a Memorial service was held for the late Rosemary Courlander.  Both she and her husband John had come to Ireland in 1965 and the large congregation bore witness to the fact that they had settled in and made many friends through the years.

Rosemary was hugely involved with the Irish country Women’s’ Association and for 25 years was secretary to the Dun Laoire Christian Institute.  We extend our sympathy to her husband John and her family.

We also extend our sympathy to Edith Hick whose sister  Marjorie died recently.

CONFIRMATION 2003
Confirmation classes have commenced and the next meeting of the group will take place on Sunday 9 March at 6.00 p.m. in the church.

REVIEW SECRETARY

We are pleased to announce that Mrs Deborah Burke has kindly agreed to take on responsibility as Review Secretary for the parish in succession to 

Mrs Rosemary French.

REGISTERS

Holy Baptism

February 2              Rachael Ann Waller

