GLENAGEARY REVIEW NOTES - OCTOBER 2002

APPOINTMENT OF ARCHBISHOP

We look forward to welcoming our new Archbishop, the Most Rev John Neill, on Sunday 17 November when he will be with us for Confirmation.  Archbishop Neill was ordained for the curacy of Glenageary in 1969, a distinction he, and we, share with his predecessor Archbishop Empey.  The new Archbishop will be enthroned in Christ Church Cathedral on Saturday 12 October.

THE CHURCH AT THE CENTRE

In the recent tragedy at Soham in Cambridgeshire there was a worldwide wave of sympathy for the parents of the two little girls who were so brutally taken from secure and loving homes and murdered.  No doubt many still continue to pray for their parents and for the community which has been so grievously traumatised.  

Once again it was in the local church that people found a meeting point to show solidarity and support to the parents and to each other.  The Vicar of St. Andrew’s parish church, Tim Alban Jones, provided inspired leadership and outstanding pastoral support not only to those directly involved but also to the wider community.  One hopes that some thought is given to caring for him and his family after such a costly period of ministry.  This was the local church at its best and it should be encouragement to the clergy and committed laity alike to recognise the important role their particular church can have at times of local or communal grief and loss.  It was true in Dunblane; it was true in Omagh and more recently after September 11 and the anniversary of that tragedy.

 There is a strange irony in the fact that in an age when so many people choose not to actively support the local church that they expect it to be there when they need it.  This can be very testing for those who keep the doors open week by week and yet theirs is that wonderful privilege of providing unconditional ministry to people at times of need.

There is perhaps a parallel with the story of the healing of the ten lepers.  Only one, a Samaritan, returned to give glory to God and Jesus asked the question where is the other nine?  One suspects that that may be the case in Soham as it is in all our churches from time to time but the important thing is that the Church was there when it was needed.

KISIIZI SWIM 

The first Sunday in September was the day chosen for the annual swim from Coliemore Harbour to Dalkey Island in aid of Kisiizi Hospital in Uganda.  Thirty swimmers had signed on but in fact fifty turned up to tackle the crossing in very challenging weather conditions.  They were well guarded by the safety boats, which were generously provided free of charge as in former years and a large crowd watched from the harbour wall.  There was also entertainment provided by a group of Nigerian singers and dancers.  At the time of going to press the sponsorship money has reached €8,000 with more to come. Warmest congratulations are due to everybody who took part and in particular to those who organised the event so efficiently.

We are looking forward to the homecoming of Niamh Allen and Janet Irvine who spent some months at Kisiizi during the summer.  We hope to provide an opportunity for them to give an account of their experiences in church at a later date. David Barrett is also coming to end of his assignment there and should be home mid October.  John Hewitson and the Rector hope to visit Kisiizi sometime before Christmas.

AUTUMN PROGRAMME

We are currently finalising the Autumn Programme, which will be circulated to each home by the end of September. On Sunday mornings we are planning a series of addresses on the challenge of Jesus in St Matthew 25 where he speaks about people in need – the hungry, the thirsty, the naked, the prisoner and the sick. We are inviting speakers who work in the caring agencies at home and overseas caring for some of these `the least of our brethren’. . 

There will be also be a study group based on Henri Nouwen’s book The Prodigal Son meeting on Wednesday afternoons commencing October 9.   Tim Close is jointly leading the ecumenical prayer fellowship with St Joseph’s Glasthule. Their first meeting is arranged for September 30.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

The Harvest Festival Services will take place on Sunday 20th October when the preacher will be the Rev David Moynan, Rector of Kilternan.  We have now a well-established tradition of providing a large supply of non-perishable food to the Simon Community and we look forward once again to receiving generous quantities from the schools and from the children in our Sunday Club.  On Harvest Festival Sunday we begin our annual collection for Bishops’ Appeal, the special fund of the church set up to provide for Third World Relief and Development.  The collection continues through to the beginning of Lent when we turn our attention to the support of the Missionary Societies.

MOTHERS’ UNION

Our season began with a Social Evening at the home of Ruth Moloney and we thank her for her hospitality. Later in September we hope to attend the Diocesan Service in the Cathedral. On October 17th Carmel McKenna and Michael Noble will speak about Social Awareness and in November there will be a presentation on Christmas Decorations.
ORGANISATIONS SERVICE

This will take place on Sunday 6 October at 10.30 a.m. and we hope that members of all parish organisations will attend.

COUNTRY AIR ASSOCIATION

The annual coffee morning and Bring and Buy Sale will take place in St. Paul’s parochial Hall on Saturday 19 October from 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  

ST PAUL’S THEATRE GROUP

The committee of the St. Paul’s Theatre Group has been working hard to plan a very exciting show for January 2003.  Many past and present valuable and experienced members have given so much to put on many memorable shows and the committee are anxious to ensure the Theatre Group’s continued success.

Details of the forthcoming production:

The Show


Jack and the Beanstalk

The Date


January 18th for one week

Production Director
Des Cox

Musical Director 

Neville Cox assisted by David Linney

The Theatre Group Committee is very keen to attract new members to the Group to ensure its continued success.

There are many facets to putting on such a show and it is an extremely rewarding and sociable event.  Membership age is from twelve years of age upwards.

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT

· The Stage
as chorus as principal

· Stage Design

· Back stag

· Lighting

· Sound

· Costumes

· Miscellaneous

Enjoy the experience of being involved in and feeling the buzz of “the stage” and being part of producing a fantastic shown for all the family (and parish).

Contact Valerie Browne Tel:  2808122 or John/Nola Lambert Tel:  2852132

REGISTERS

HOLY BAPTISM

8 September
Alexander Tim Joshua Lutzmann

