A prayer by Rowan Williams, Archbishop-elect of Canterbury.

Jesus, hold our minds still,

Keep us from running off into the past or the future, 

So that we can meet you where we are – in happiness or in grief,  

In confidence or in anxiety, 

In life and in death. Amen.

Archbishop Empey

As a parish we were honoured when Archbishop and Mrs Louie Empey joined us for the Parish Communion on Sunday 21st July. It was the second last Sunday before the Archbishop’s retirement and he expressed a wish to be in St Paul’s where he had served his first curacy. The large congregation included Mrs Mary Duggan whose late husband, Bishop Jack Duggan, had been Rector when the young Walton Empey arrived on the scene.  The following Sunday many parishioners joined the large company of well wishers at Evensong in the Cathedral and afterwards at the presentation. We will long remember the warmth and kindness of the Archbishop and Mrs Empey who can continue to be assured of our thoughts and best wishes for their retirement.

Presentation

After morning service on Sunday 11th August a presentation was made to the Rev Tim Close by David Ingram, Churchwarden, on behalf of the parishioners. Tim is to marry Amanda McIntyre in Moville Presbyterian Church on Friday 16th August.

Theatre Group

Come Monday 16th September St Paul’s Theatre Group will be up and running for a new season. This year’s pantomime is Jack and the Beanstalk. We have an excellent team led by Nola Lambert and they are anxious to attract new talent – on stage and offstage. Painting, carpentry, art work, costume design, music, and of course acting. The show will be directed by Des Cox and musical director Neville Cox. If you are interested in helping call Nola at 2852132.

Badminton Club.

Autumn season began on August 27th. New members are always welcome.  There is also a junior club which opens later in September. The club are holding their traditional after church coffee in aid of the hospice on Sunday 22nd September.

Hall Improvements

At a recent meeting of the Vestry there was some talk about freshening up the parochial hall over the summer. The talk turned into action under the leadership of the glebe wardens, Harriet Greenlee and Roy Watchorn. As a result the hall has been repainted and we are most grateful to them and to David Ingram and Joe Harvey for getting the job done so well.  New curtains are on order for the main hall and the Beaton Room. This work will be much appreciated by the users of the premises when things get under way in September.

Book Launch

Congratulations to Sarah Webb whose latest book, Something to talk about was launched recently by Senator Mary Henry and is already in a number one best sellers list.

In Memoriam

We were saddened by the recent deaths of a number of parishioners and friends. Dolly Armstrong had moved away from the parish a few years ago when her health began to fail.  She was one of our Wednesday regulars for many years. Robin Hall died in Somerset after a short illness. He had lived a long and active life, which included active service in the Second World War. There was a memorial service for him on July 29th in St Paul’s.  William Griffin was in his 90th year when he passed away after a short illness. He had a distinguished career in banking and was much involved in the process that led to the formation of Allied Irish Banks.  These were three valued friends and loyal church people and we extend our sympathy to their families at this sad time.

Brian Ennis who died in August was the husband of the new principal of Rathdown School, Barbara Ennis. Aged 57 he had been ill for some time. This has been a very sad time for Barbara and the children and we remember them and all the bereaved in our prayers.

Dalkey Island Swim

Plans are well in hand for this year’s swim from Coliemore Harbour. The proceeds go to our Kisiizi Fund where the new children’s wards are nearing completion under the professional direction of David Barrett. 

Parish Organisations  

To mark the new season members of all parish organisations are invited to attend the Organisations Service on Sunday October 6th. This is a very important year for Glenageary Mothers’ Union who celebrate the centenary of their branch foundation.  A special programme is being arranged to mark the occasion. 

Registers

Baptism:

14th July Adam John Michael Wilson

28th July  Julie Cilla Elizabeth Robinson

11th August   William Robert Dawson Howe

Holy Matrimony

 25th July In Ballinatone Church

Joanna Peare and Rees Kavanagh

Christian Burial

  9th July  Charles Sullivan

 11th Dolly Armstrong

  31st William Griffin

