The Epiphany

 The Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th, falls this year on a Sunday. At Evensong we look forward to having with us the Rosney Consort who will lead the singing and perform a number of seasonal anthems and carols.   

AMNESTY

The founder of Amnesty International is a many called Peter Benenson who although in failing health is still alive aged 79.

He recalls a moment in his life in London, the year was 1961, when he read of two Portuguese students who had been jailed by their dictator controlled government for seven years for raising their glasses and drinking a toast to Freedom. Deeply troubled Benenson walked around London for hours trying to think of a way to help. He spent some time meditating in that great centre of Christian inspiration and action, St Martin in the Fields, and when he emerged Amnesty International was born to protect `forgotten prisoners’.  Here’s how Benenson saw his initiative: `For one person to protest was not really effective. But if more than one did it, all the time, then it could have an impact.’

It’s not a bad insight into what Jesus expects of the church - `us’. Inspired by his vision of the Kingdom we are called to be the continual and continuing witnesses to his call for justice, equity and peace. 

[Footnote] Once again this year in St Paul’s a number of people responded to the invitation of Amnesty to send greetings to prisoners of conscience in many parts of the world. 

Advent Recalled

By the time these notes appear hopefully we in St Paul’s, as in every other Church in the Diocese, will have had the joy of large congregations attending the Christmas services.

It is interesting to note that in a recent report published in England the number of people attending Church is higher than is usually assumed.  This is consistent with our own experience in Ireland where regular churchgoing for many people is a monthly commitment rather than a weekly one.  This is understandable in busy homes where quality time together is often a scarce commodity and Sunday can be special in that sense for many people. In this context it is worth noting the biblical emphasis on re-creation when it comes to enjoying the Day of Rest. Needless to say we would want to affirm that an important aspect of such a day is spiritual refreshment. 

The English report makes the point that three times as many people are involved in Church life as would be in Church on an average Sunday and there was a very genuine appreciation for the care shown to people particularly the elderly and the young.  Significantly middle age groups were less keen on Church social events and were more inclined to bible study and prayer groups.

ADVENT REFLECTION

The Advent Sundays are very special each year particularly because of the major part played by young people from the Sunday Club at the 10.30 services.  The spoken introduction setting the theme of the service week by week and the lighting of the Advent candles makes the introduction to worship different and special.  And one of those unexplainable wonders is how the Advent Wreath appears year by year – a gift from one of those secret people who are responsible for so much of what is good about church life. 

Later in the same services young people dressed the Jesse Tree and explained the meaning of the biblical symbols which they had made in Sunday Club.  We are very grateful to Lucinda Jacob for her guidance on the art side and to all our Sunday Club leaders for their support and encouragement.

By the time these notes appear the young people will have presented the Christingle Service and hopefully will have enjoyed the carols by Candlelight in the hall afterwards.

CHOIR – JUNIOR SECTION

We are truly grateful to Graham Walsh for his inspiring leadership and training of the junior members of our choir. They are great attenders at rehearsals and services. Their special slot is the second Sunday evening each month and in December this included a special rendering of a favourite of theirs ‘The Heavenly Aeroplane’!  Congratulations to David Hick who has been appointed head choirboy.

PARIS MATCH

We send our best wishes to Robert Kelly and Marine Prissette who are to be married in Paris on 22nd December. Robert is the son of Jean and Tom Kelly.

RACE NIGHT

The race Night held in aid of the property development fund in the Rochestown Lodge Hotel Dun Laoire on the 16 November was a tremendous success.  Over £9,000 was raised for the fund and we want to place on record our thanks to all those who organised and supported this event.  Our special thanks to the committee Cynthia Gray, Harriett Greenlee, Diana White, Roy and Bernie Watchorn and Joe Harvey.  Our thanks to our comperes Johnnie Miller and Sue O’Donoghue and Diane Middleton and Nola Lambert who kindly organised the raffle.  Behind them are all the advertisers and the sponsors without whom the event could not have taken place.  We are most grateful to them for their help.

CARING AND SHARING

We had a tremendous response to the Archbishops’ Special Appeal for Afghanistan.  Over £1500 was collected and passed on as a special contribution from the parish.  Bishops Appeal will again be on our mind at Christmastime when we hope to make another major collection on behalf of Third World Development.  Also at Christmas young people are invited to bring gifts for the National Children’s Hospital at Tallaght.  

Mothers’ Union have also been active preparing hampers for several homes and individuals and providing gifts for many of our elderly parishioners who are now in Nursing Homes or confined to their own homes.  We are most grateful to Ann Barrett for once again arranging this with the help of the members of the Branch.  

We are grateful to the Lions Club who each year provide very generous hampers which are distributed where they are needed.  It is hard to believe that such needs exist in a country where there has been so much prosperity.  But the facts speak for themselves and as a parish we are glad to play our part in seeing that nobody is forgotten.

SYMPATHY

We are greatly saddened by the death of Ken Godkin whose funeral took place on Saturday 1 December and our thoughts and prayers are with Sylvia and the family at this difficult time.  Ken was part of Glenageary Parish in a very meaningful way having been married in St Paul’s 48 years previously.  He had served on the Vestry, spent a number of years as Glebe Warden and undertaken many projects over the years, which were beneficial to the parish.  With Sylvia he had a wide circle of friends who will remember him as a kind and devoted family man who was generous with his time and his gifts.  He will be greatly missed.

We also extend our sympathy to Liz West and the other members of the family whose father, Arthur Smith, died in December after a long illness 

 The funeral took place from Abbey Presbyterian Church.

REGISTERS

Holy Baptism

November 11
Sarah Juliet Somerville

December 1

Nicole Joanne Marie Matthews

December 9

Lucy Aisling Malley

Christian Burial

November 24
Joan Jennings

December 1

Kenneth Noel Godkin

